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our generation by organizing the worst elements of society against
one another. Such mutual strife is a process of exhaustion. And
peace obtained by it is an armed peace requiring prolonged
fighting.
VYKOM SATYAGRAHA
I teader my congratulations to the Maharani Regent of
Travancore on her generosity in releasing all the satyagrahi pri-
soners. It is a pretty custom for a State to release a certain num-
ber of prisoners on a new head occupying the gadi. What can
be more natural than that those prisoners who have no criminal
taint in them should be released? I tender too my congratulations
to the satyagrahis on suspending satyagraha for the time being.
It paves the way for an understanding and enables the State autho-
rities to review their attitude towards the satyagrahis without
embarrassment. It has been stated that the late Maharaja, most
enlightened though he was in many matters, held very orthodox
views on untouchability. Let me hope that H.H. the Maharani
Regent will recognize that untouchability is no credit to Hindu-
ism, but that it is a serious blot upon it. The best service that a
Hindu State can render to Hinduism is to rid it of the curse and
set an example in liberalism to the Hindus of British India, The
satyagrahis will, I doubt not, make the way of the authorities
smooth by continuing their self-restraint and making it clear
that they do not want anything more than a recognition of the
most elementary human rights for the unapproachables and the
untouchables.
NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS
I have a long letter from Hubli protesting against my alleg-
ed indifference to the formation of national volunteers. I hasten
to assure my correspondent and others that I am not indiffe-
rent. I hold it to be most essential work. I have great admi-
ration for Dr. Hardikar's ability in the matt*. But my diffi-
culty is that we have not men enough to organize the whole of
India. I have therefore suggested that Dr. Hardikar should simply
concentrate on one province or a district and make the corps of
that area thoroughly efficient. Then there should be no difficulty
in organizing the other areas. It is work which cannot be done
by newspaper propaganda but by silent unremitting toil. The
same week that brought me the Hubli letter brought me another
from Almora. The writer says: "The boy scout movement is spread-
ing, but very few become national volunteers." Why? Because